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Objectives 

· To support an urban lighting 
project, based on the partnership 
between two cities

· To promote economic and 
social development through 
urban lighting

And also :

· To contribute to LUCI’s legitimacy in 
the urban lighting field

· To promote LUCI and Thorn to the 
urban lighting community 
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Principle 

· A city in a low-income country 
(« project city ») 
teams up with 
a city in a high-income country 
(« partner city »)

· Together they prepare an urban 
lighting scheme for the project city
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Part 1 : Selection and Execution

· The partner cities submit their project 
to LUCI and Thorn

· LUCI and Thorn select the project
· The partner cities start the execution

· Throughout the execution they receive 
the support of Thorn and LUCI

Part 2 : Review and Communication

· LUCI and Thorn review 
the completed project. 

· They build a case study 
and publish it.

· The completed project is presented 
and celebrated during a LUCI event.

How it works 



LightLinks Update - March 2009  · Christophe Richon  · 20.03.2009         © THORN Lighting

LightLinks : Supporting Partner Cities in Urban Lightin g

6

The LightLinks values 

· Sharing of knowledge and 
experience between two cities

· Realistic, long term project

· Respecting the well-being and 
safety of the citizens

· Sustainable and respecting the 
environment
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The first LightLinks project

� Partner cities :
� Lyon, France

� Jericho, Palestinian West Bank

� Nature of project :

� Illumination of key historical 
sites in and around Jericho

� Objectives of project :
� Foster local pride 

and recognition of heritage

� Develop tourism 
and local economy 

Jericho MunicipalityJericho Municipality
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History of the Jericho-Lyon project

� March 2007 : First visit of Lyon 
officials to Jericho :

� Identification of 3 possible sites
� Signature of cooperation 

agreement

� April – June 2007 : Involvement of 
Thorn and LUCI 

���� Evaluation and selection as first 
LightLinks project
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History of the Jericho-Lyon project (cont’d)

� July – November 2007 : Start of 
project preparation

� Priorisation of 3 sites
� Research and pre-concepts

� 7 December 2007 : Press
conference in Lyon
� LUCI and Thorn confirm their 

support for the lighting of 2 sites
� The 3rd site will be further studied 

in parallel

� January 2008 : Philippe Hutinet
(independent LD) joins the project 
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History of the Jericho-Lyon project (cont’d)

� May 2008 : first technical visit to Jericho (Lyon, Agence Hutinet and Thorn)
� Discussions with all local parties 
� Practical tests on the two sites (+ Mount of Tempta tion for future lighting)

� October 2008 : technical study sent to Jericho Muni cipality and Palestinian Department of 
Archaeology for approval

� March 2009 : second technical visit to Jericho (Lyo n, Agence Hutinet):
� Final tests
� Preparation of the installation with all local part ies
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The project
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The Tree of Zacchaeus : today

� This majestic sycamore is said to 
have been climbed by tax-collector 
Zacchaeus during the visit of 
Jesus Christ to Jericho, more than 
20 centuries ago.

� Despite being at the heart of the 
city, it « disappears » by night.
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The Tree of Zacchaeus : Project

An economy of means :

• Long lamp life
• Lamp wattage controled

Illumination of the tree 
and the fresco
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The Tree of Zacchaeus : tomorrow
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The Palace of Hisham : today

� The Palace of Umeyyad Calife
Hisham dates back to the 8th 
century. 

� A key monument in the history of 
the region

� Recently excavated during a 
UNESCO-supported project, 
revealing mosaics of exceptional 
value – among which the famous 
« Tree of Life ».

� Today the Palace can only be 
visited by day.
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The Palace of Hisham : project 
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The Palace of Hisham : creating a night-time attract ion
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The Palace of Hisham : revealing the Tree of Life
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Commitments of the parties

� City of Lyon : 
� Study and engineering of the lighting concepts
� Additional funding for the electrical equipment and  other 

expenses
� Training and technical support to Jericho for the i nstallation

� City of Jericho :
� Project facilitation and coordination (authorisatio ns, …)
� Technical installation and maintenance of the two s ites

� Agence Hutinet :
� Study of the lighting concepts
� Training and expertise to Jericho for installation

� Thorn :
� Lighting calculations support
� Lighting equipment (worth over € 30,000)

� LUCI
� International project coordination and support

Jericho MunicipalityJericho Municipality
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Next steps

� Next steps :
� Project completion planned for spring 2009

� … Celebrate !!!
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A future step for Jericho : lighting the Mount of Tem ptation

� The Mount of Temptation is 350 m 
high and dominates the city. It is 
where Jesus Christ is said to have 
spent 40 days in isolation and fast, 
tempted by the devil.

� Following our pre-study and our 
tests, momentum is now building 
around the creation of a sound & 
light show for Jericho 2010
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Benefits of a LightLinks project

For the project city
� Obtain economic support

� Gain technical expertise

� Opportunity to train own teams
� Draw attention locally and 

internationally
� Media exposure

� Impulse future lighting projects

For the partner city
� Practice transfer of experience

� Motivating challenge for the 
municipality’s teams

� Image building 

� Concrete international experience
� Media exposure
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Requisites for a project

� Who submits :
� The team : the partner city and the project city

� Cities do not need to be LUCI members at the time o f submission

� What is requested :

� a description of the project

- needs, 
- location, 

- timescale, 

- main stakeholders and their contribution
- foreseen benefits (for the people, the environment, t he economy, …)

� At least one contact person in each city

� A written statement binding the two cities (e.g. coopera tion agreement)
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Procedure

� Cities send their projects to LUCI 
� Latest submission date : 30 April 2009 

� LUCI and Thorn will review and select the best proj ect (possibility to invite 
external experts e.g. other LUCI members, lighting professionals, …)

� Selected project will be announced during Lumiville fair in Lyon (May 2009).

� Project achievement must take place between May and  December 2010. 
� Thorn’s commitment on equipment is set at a maximum  of € 20,000.
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